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SUBJECT? CUNVERSATION BETWEEN. SENATOR PERCY AND FORMER PRIME
MINISTEW SAH SALAM .-~

1o (CwENTIRE TEXT)

2. BE INVITED FORMER PRIMEN MINISTER SA’B SALAM IN HIS
“CAPACITY AS PERHAPS SENIOR SUNNI POLITICAL LEADER IN
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LEBANUN TO HAVE BREAKFAST ®1TH SENATOR PERCY AND SENATE

| STAFFER BANNEKMAN MORNING OF JAN 200 SALAMy AN ARTICULATE

SPUKESMAN FOR PUINT OF VIEw OF BEIRUT'’S TRADLTIONAL SUNNI

: ESTABLISHMtNTQ MAOE “A  NUMBER OF PUINT$8

fa. SYKIAN KULE IN LEBANONS SALAM WAS SCATHING. WiTh -
KEGAKD 10 THE SYRIAN ROLE :IN LEBANON. DESPITE ANY

CONSTUCTIVE RULE THE SYRIAN pRESENCE MIGHT HAVE ONCE’

PLAYEDy 1T wAS ESSENTIALe IN HIS VIEws THAT THE &YRIAN&

 SOMEHMUW BE GOTTEN OUT, HE ACKNUWLEDGED TrHAT A
PRECIPITATE SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL RIGHT. AwAY MIGHT BRING

7T CHADS BUT FELT IT wOULD BE POSSIBLE 10 STRENGTHEN CENTRAL

" GOVERNMENT FURCES ENOUGH TO PERMIT SUCH A WITHDRAWAL AT

AN ‘EARLY DATE, HE DID NOT SUGGEST THAT THE US OUGHT
. TO SUMEHOW THRUw THE SYRIANS QUT BUT HOPED THAT wE wWOULD

USE OUR INFLUENCE IN DAMASCUS AND IN OTHER ARAB CAPITALS

i (PARTICULARLY ®1TH THE SAUDIS OF COURSE) TO CREAT ‘A

efsxtuavxou IN wHICH THE SYR1IANS COULD BE wITHDRAWN. SALAM
'sam A RUSSION HAND IN SYRIAN ACTIVITIES 8BUT DID NOY PUSH

" YHE 1DEA THAT THE RUSSIANS WERE IN SUME FASHION

ORCHESTKATING SYRIAN ACTIONS 'IN LEBANON, RATHERS hE.

. SAW A CONNECTIUN BETWEEN A CONTINUED SYRLAN PRESENCE IN
F+ THES CUOUNTRY ANO THE STABILITY UF THE ASSAD REGIME AT

‘HOME. == . A STXSXLITY IN WHICH THE RUSSIANS HAVE A GHEAf

" STAKE. -

&_Q?e

4, PALESTINIANSI SALAM SANW THE DALEST!N!AN PRESENCE IN
LEBANUN AS A MAJOR INGREDIENT IN THE PROBLEMe WwrlLE
PERSUNALLY SYMPATHETIC TO THE PLIGHT OF THE PALESTINIANS

" HE FELY THAT THE LEBANESE FROBLEM COULD NOT BE SOLVED

UNLESS SOME PALESTINIANS DEPARTED FOR A HOMELAND AND
THUSE whO REMAINED WERE BROUGHT UNDER THE CONTRUL OF THE LEbANhSE

. .GOVERNMENTe RE URGED THAT THE US wUKK MORE DIRECTLY AND MORE

- ACTIVELY TU FIND A SOLUTION FOR THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. wHICH
. AGGRAVATED EVERY OYHER PROBLEM. .~ . ' .

e US=1SRAELI khLAT!ONS' ®ARMING TO HIS SUBJECTO

SALAM SAID TmAT THE FUNDAMENTAL FLA®W IN US POLICY

TOWARD THE AREA wAS ITS ONE=SIDED SUPPORT. OF ISRAEL,

THE US HAD EARNED THE ENMITY OF MANY ARABS BY ITS TOTAL
SUPPURT UF THE ISRAEL! STATE AND ITS INOIFFERENCE TO THE
FATE UOF THE ARAB PUPULATION OF PALESTINEe THE RESULT ‘
®AS BUTh THE CKEATION \OF EASILY EXPLUITABLE: UPPOkYUNITItS.
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FOR THE SUVIETS AND THE INCREASING RADICALIZATION OF
YOUNGER ARABS EVERYWHERE. ME DREW A DISTINCTIGN BETWEEN
RADICAL AND MODERATE ARABS, MODERATESs LIKE HIMSELF
BELIEVED THAT THE USs DESPITE ITS GOOD wills ALLO®ED
ITSELF TO BE MANIPULATED BY ISRAEL AND ITS SUPPURTERS,
RADICAL ARABS TENDED TU THE BELIEF THAT THE US BAS AN
IMPEKLALLIST PU®ER WHICH USED ISRAEL AS ITS INSTRUMENT
IN THE MIDOULE EAST, MOST ARABSs SALAM THUUGHTs WERE
PREPARED TU ACCEPT THE EXISTENCE OF A JEaISH STATES
PROVIDED THERE wAS ALSO A STATE FOR THE PALESTINIANS,
HE ALSU THRUUGHT THAT THE OBVIOUS CONTEMPT IN WHICH ThE
" ISRAEL1S MELD THE US WAS EXTREMELY DAMAGING TO AMERICAN
" PRESTIEGE AND AMERICAN ABLITY TO CARRY OQUT A COHERENT .
'MIODLE EASTERN POLICY, THE CHIEF BENEFICLARY» IN KIS
VIEWs WAS THE SUVIET UNIONe. AT ONE POINT HE MADE A
PASSIUNATE PLEA TO THE SENATOR FOR THE US TO INDULGE
IN ®STATESMANSHIP AND NOT POLITICS® (AN 0BVIUUS REFERENCE
YO INTEKNAL US PGLITICS)e FINALLYs HE DEPLORED .1SRAELI
ABILITY TU ENGAGE THE US IN HAGGLING OVER TRIVIAs WHILE
EVADING MAJUKk 1SSUESs EeGe» MEST BANK SETTLEMENTS.

EXDI1S

- ¢ US REACTION TO GOLAN ANNEXATIONS SALAM DID NOT .
ARGUE THAT THE GOLAN ANNEXATION WAS IN ITSELF A MAJOR
ISSUE BUT HE DID ARGUE THAT US REACTION wAS BEING
CLOSELY WATCHEU BY ALL ARABS TO SEE WHETHER THE US WAS
FREE 'TO ACT IN ITS OWN INTERESTSe IT WAS VERY IMPORTANT,
HE STRESSEDe THAT THE US NOT REVERSE THE SUSPENSIONUF THE
MOU BEToEEN 1S5RAEL AND THE US UNITL 1SRAEL HAD MADE SOME
GESTURE wHICKH COULD JUSTIFY 1T. (HE wWAS OwVIOUSLY
SKEPTICAL THAT THERE WOULD BE SUCH A GESTURE.) HE wAS
SURPRISEDL WHEN SENATOR SAID THERE M]IGHT BE AN INCREASE
IN AJD TU 1ISRAEL IN 1983 AND CALLED 1T A MAJUR BLUNDER,

Te ISRAELL AID TO JRANIANSS IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION

FROM THE SENATURs SALAM SAID THAT IN LEBANON IT wAS

GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT THE ISRAELIS ®ERE AIDING THE

IRANLIANS AGAINST IRAQ, NOTING THAT THE ISRAELIS wOULD . e
HELP ANYONE THAT WAS ANTI=ARABs HE ALSO SAID THAT maNY - :
-ARABS BELIEVED THAT TISRAEL WAS HELPING IRAN AT THE ' . \
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BEHEST UF THE US, SALAM AVUIDED SAYING THAT HE HIMSELF
BELIEVED THESE THINGS BUT SIMPLY NOTED THAT ISRAEL]~-
IRANIAN TIES WwERE DAMAGING TO THE US PUSITION IN THE
ARAB WUKLDe : ‘ . o :

8¢ INTERNAL LEBANESE SITUATION3 SALAM TOLD THE SENATIOR
THAT ME BELIEVEL ThHAT 95 PERCENT OF LEBANON’S CHRISTIANS
AND 95 PERCENT UF ITS MUSLIMS WERE READY FOR A RECONCILI=
ATIONoHE URGEU THAT THE US CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO
ENCOUKAGE UNDERSTANDING AMUNG LEBANESE GROUPS AND
CONTINUE 1TS EFFORTS TG STRENGTHEN LEBANON’S CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT. HE WAS SHARPLY CRITICAL OF SOME WCOMMUNIST®

. GROUFS ®ITHING THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT BUT SAID THEY WERE
. SMALL AND UNREPRESENTATIVE. ' T )

9o SENATOR PERCY’S SIDE OF THIS CONVERSATION WAS MAINLY.
CONFINED TO ASKING QUESTIONS, HE ASSURED SALAM OF THE.

. US’ INTENT TO ENCUURAGE CUNPROMISE ANO RECONCILIATION
wITHIN LEBANUNSUF JHE SENATQR?S UWN STRONG COMMITMENT OT
THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL TO EXIST WITHIN SECURE BOUNDARIES AND
OF .H}S PERSONAL BEL1EF THAT A SOLUTION TO THE PALESTINIAN
" PROBLEM WAS CENTRAL TO PEACE IN THE AREA, THE SENATOR
AVOIDED OIHECT COMMENT ON. HCW THE SYRIANS MIGHT BE. GOTTEN
OUT UF LEBANUN BUTNOTED HIS RECENT CORDIAL TALKS ~ - ..
wiTH PRESIDENT ASSAD AND THE EFFURTS OF THE . o

US IN CUOPEKATION WITH THE SAUDIS AND OTHERS TO HELP
CREATE A SITUATION IN- LEBANON THAT wOULD PERMIT
INTERNATIONAL PHRESSURE ON THE SYRIANS TG WITHDRAW,

10,CODEL HAS NOT SEEN THIS TELEGRAM,
DILLUN :

END UF MESSAGE ' CUNFIDENTIAL
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